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GEOGRAPHY 

(H.C.G. PAPER – 2) 

Maximum Marks: 80 

Time allowed: Two hours 

1. Answers to this paper must be written on the answer sheet provided separately. 

2. You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes. 

3. This time is to be spent in reading the question paper. 

4. The time given at the head of this Paper is the time allowed for writing the answers. 

5. Part I is compulsory.  All questions from Part I are to be attempted. 

6. A total of five questions are to be attempted from Part II. 

7. The intended marks for questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [ ]. 

To be supplied with this paper: Survey of India Map Sheet No. G43S7 and 20 cm of twine. 

Note: 

(i) In all map work, make wise use of arrows to avoid overcrowding of the map. 

(ii) The extract of Survey of India Map Sheet No. G43S7 must not be taken out of the examination 

hall.  It must be handed over to the Supervising Examiner on completion of the paper. 

(iii) The map given at the end of this question paper must be detached, and after marking, must be 

fastened to your answer booklet. 

(iv) All sub-sections of the questions attempted must be answered in the correct serial order. 

(v) All working including rough work should be done on the same answer sheet which is used to 

answer the rest of the paper. 

Instruction for the Supervising Examiner 

Kindly read aloud the Instructions given above to all the candidates present in the        

Examination Hall. 
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 PART I (30 Marks) 

(Attempt all questions from this Part.) 

 

 

Question 1 

Study the extract of the Survey of India Map Sheet No. G43S7 and answer the 

following questions: 

 

(i) (a) What is the scale of the given map? 

(b)  There are a number of causeways in the given map. What is a causeway? 

[2] 

(ii) (a)  Identify the physical feature with a spot height .522 in grid square 3796. 

(b)  What do the black curved lines represent in grid square 3001? 

[2] 

(iii) (a)  Compare the settlement patterns in grid squares 3497 and 3298. How do 

they differ? 

(b)   From Dhaneri in grid square 3100, which direction would you head to 

reach Ratanpur in grid square 3298? 

[2] 

(iv) (a)  What does 3r represent in grid square 3501?              

(b)  What is the main source of water for the given region, and what features 

on the map support this conclusion? 

[2] 

(v) (a)  Name any two man-made features seen in grid square 3002.        

(b)  Calculate in square kilometres, the area of the whole map. 

 

[2] 
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Question 2 

On the outline map of India provided: 

 

(i) Mark and label the highest peak of India. [1] 

(ii) Shade and label the Coromandel coast. [1] 

(iii) Mark and label a sparsely populated region in India. [1] 

(iv) Mark and label the river Mahanadi. [1] 

(v) Mark and label the Palk Strait. [1] 

(vi) Mark and label the winds that bring rainfall to Punjab in winter. [1] 

(vii) Mark and label Singhbum. [1] 

(viii) Shade and label a region with black soil. [1] 

(ix) Mark and label the city of Mumbai. [1] 

(x) Mark and label the Standard Meridian of India. 

 

[1] 

Question 3 

Choose the correct answers to the questions from the given options. 

(Do not copy the questions, write the correct answers only.) 

 

[10] 

(i) Assertion (A): By May, low pressure begins to intensify all across northern 

plains. 

Reason (R):  Very high temperatures are recorded in the continental 

interiors. 

(a) (A) is true and (R) is false. 

(b)   (A) is false and (R) is true. 

(c) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct explanation of (A). 

(d)   Both (A) and (R) are true but, (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 
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(ii) Black soil is also referred to as: 

(a) Leached soil 

(b)   Regur soil 

(c)   Bhangar soil 

(d)   Khadar soil 

 

(iii) The type of natural vegetation shown in the picture given, is found in the: 

 
(a)  Andaman & Nicobar Islands 

(b)   Himalayas 

(c)   Eastern hills 

(d)   Deserts 

 

(iv) Sprinkler irrigation is also known as: 

(a)   Furrow irrigation 

(b)   Spray irrigation 

(c)   Basin irrigation 

(d)   Drip irrigation  
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(v) Which of the following is an ore of iron? 

(a)  Lignite 

(b)  Anthracite 

(c)   Magnetite 

(d)   Bituminous 

 

(vi) The kind of agricultural practice, where one rears animals along with the 

cultivation of crops is known as: 

(a) Mixed farming 

(b)   Intensive farming 

(c)   Plantation farming 

(d)   Extensive farming 

 

(vii) Which of the following is used as fuel in sugar mills? 

(a)   Molasses 

(b)   Bagasse 

(c)    Pressmud 

(d)    Khandsari 

 

(viii) Industries in the public sector are owned and managed by: 

(a)    Industrial houses 

(b)   Government 

(c)   Private and Government jointly 

(d)   A group of individuals 
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(ix) This city which is also an artificial harbour and is located on the east coast of 

India is: 

(a)    Cochin 

(b)    Mumbai 

(c)    Mangalore 

(d)   Chennai 

 

(x) Smog is caused due to: 

(a)   improper waste disposal 

(b)    water pollution 

(c)    air pollution 

(d)    radioactive waste pollution  

 

 

 PART II (50 Marks) 

(Attempt any five questions from this Part.) 

 

 

Question 4  

(i) Mention any two factors affecting the climate of India. [2] 

(ii) (a) During the winter season, what pressure prevails over land?       

(b)    Name any two local winds experienced in India. 

[2] 

(iii) Give a geographical reason for the following:  

(a) Hill stations are popular summer destinations. 

[3] 
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(b) Though Shillong and Cherrapunji are in Meghalaya, Shillong receives 

lesser rainfall than Cherrapunji. 

(c)    Kanpur is colder than Mumbai in winter. 

(iv) Study the climate data of Station X and answer the following questions:  [3] 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Temperature 

(ºC ) 12.0 25.5 26.3 27.1 30.0 36.2 36.0 35.9 30.3 28.4 21.0 16.6 

Rainfall 
(cm) 0.5 1.1 0 1.4 1.1 21.0 25.3 27.2 24.0 0.4 1.5 0.4 

 

 
(a)   Name the month which experiences the highest temperature. 

(b)    On which coast do you think this station is situated? 

(c)    Name the winds that bring rainfall to the given station.   

 

 

Question 5  

(i) (a)  What makes black soil known as a ‘self-ploughing’ soil?       

(b)     Name any two minerals present in black soil. 

[2] 

(ii) Mention any two causes of soil erosion. [2] 

(iii) (a)  How is Alluvial soil formed? 

(b)   Differentiate between Khadar and Bhangar soils. 

[3] 

(iv) Name the soil: 

(a) Formed due to intense leaching. 

(b) Becomes fertile with irrigation and when fertilizers are added. 

(c)    Formed from volcanic rocks. 

 

[3] 
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Question 6  

(i) Why does India’s natural vegetation vary greatly? [2] 

(ii) Rahul was on a trek through the Thar desert. As he walked through the sand 

dunes, he noticed that the plants seemed to be thriving in the harsh desert 

conditions.          

(a) What type of adaptations might these plants have made to survive in the 

desert?  

(b) Mention any two such plants. 

[2] 

(iii) Give a geographical reason to explain the following:  

(a) Exploitation of Evergreen Forest is difficult. 

(b)    Deciduous trees are most exploited commercially. 

(c)     Tidal Forests have aerial roots. 

[3] 

(iv) Why is it essential to conserve forests? 

 

 

[3] 

Question 7  

(i) Why is irrigation crucial for India’s farming community? [2] 

(ii) What are the necessary requirements for well irrigation? 

 

 

 

[2] 
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(iii) Observe the image given below and answer that questions that follow: 

 

(a)  Identify this method of Irrigation. 

(b) Mention two advantages of this system. 

[3] 

(iv) (a) How does rainwater harvesting help in reducing water scarcity? 

(b) Name any two methods of rainwater harvesting. 

 

[3] 

Question 8  

(i) (a) Which state in India leads in the production of coal?       

(b) Name the oldest coal field in India.  

[2] 

(ii) Mention any two uses of manganese. [2] 

(iii) With reference to the Hirakud project, answer the following questions:       

(a) On which river is this project located? 

(b)    In which Indian state is this project located?                                                

(c)    Mention two benefits of this project. 

 

[3] 
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(iv) Give a reason for each of the following:                             

(a) Solar energy is replacing fossil fuels. 

(b) Oil refineries are located close to oilfields or near ports. 

(c)   Geothermal energy is not very popular in India. 

 

[3] 

Question 9  

(i) Abdul is a farmer from a tribal community in eastern India. He clears a forest 

land by cutting down trees and burning the vegetation. He cultivates maize on 

this land. However, after few years, the soil fertility and crop yield decreases. 

He then moves to a new patch of land and repeats the process. 

(a) Which type of farming practice is Abdul following? 

(b) Mention one disadvantage of the farming practice named by you above. 

[2] 

(ii) Mention any two problems faced by Indian farmers. [2] 

(iii) With reference to the cultivation of rice, answer the following questions:  

(a) Which is the best method for its cultivation? 

(b)  State two geographical factors for its growth. 

[3] 

(iv) Give a geographical term for each of the following:  

(a) The separation of seed and short linters from the raw material. 

(b) The method of propagating, where a cutting from a superior mother plant 

is used for better yield. 

(c) A microbiological process in which the fibre is soaked in water to 

separate the stalk. 

[3] 
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Question 10  

(i) Mention any two factors which make Kolkata an important cotton textile 

centre despite lacking cotton cultivation. 

[2] 

(ii) Why are petrochemical products in great demand?  [2] 

(iii) Give geographical reasons for each of the following:   

(a)   The Sugar industry is shifting to South India. 

(b)   Iron and steel is the basic industry. 

(c)   The silk industry has a small market. 

[3] 

(iv) Answer the following questions with reference to the Bhilai Iron and Steel 

plant:         

(a)   With whose co-operation was this plant set up? 

(b)   From where does this plant get its supply of coal and iron from? 

 

[3] 

Question 11  

(i) List one advantage and one disadvantage of road transport. [2] 

(ii) Why is air transport gaining popularity in recent times? [2] 

(iii) (a)  Name an area where helicopter services may be used.           

(b)  Mention two pre-requisites for inland water transport to develop. 

[3] 

(iv) Name the following:  

(a)  The International Airport at Delhi. 

(b)  Any one state served by National Waterway No. 1. 

(c)   The Expressway joining Silchar to Porbandar. 

[3] 
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Question 12  

(i) Mention any two impacts of waste accumulation. [2] 

(ii) Susan and her friends organised a picnic in a nearby park. As they were 

leaving, Susan noticed that some waste like food wrappers, plastic bottles, fruit 

peels, and newspaper was rotting, while other items seemed unchanged. 

(a) What type of waste is likely to rot, and what is it called? 

(b) What type of waste remains unchanged, and why? 

[2] 

(iii) (a)  How is segregation of waste helpful?            

(b)  Mention one advantage of composting. 

(c)  State one way by which you can reuse waste. 

[3] 

(iv) Mention three ways by which you, as a student, would contribute to improve 

your environment. 

[3] 
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Question No. 2 

Index No.……………………………………………. UID…………………………….. 

 (This map, if used, must be fastened with all other answers) 

Outline Map of India for Question 2. 
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